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Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who worship with us and especially to those who
may be visiting. We pray that as you worship, you will be strengthened by our Lord’s love and
grace. If you are our guests, please introduce yourself to the Pastor after the service. Gift bags
for our visitors hang on the welcome wall in the Narthex.

Our Mission: “Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to reach the lost and to provide for
spiritual growth and nurture of our family of believers through education and ministry of Word
and Sacraments."

Education Programs: We offer a Pre-K program, ages 3-5, September through May, here in
Peace’s education wing. Along with Bethlehem, Mt. Calvary and Zion Lutheran churches, we
operate Lutheran South Unity School (K-8) located at 5401 South Calhoun Street.

Holy Communion: If you are a communicant member of an LCMS congregation, we welcome
you to receive Christ’s body and blood at this altar. If you are unsure of your beliefs or are of
another confession, you are also welcome to kneel at the communion rail for a blessing. Please
cross your arms over your chest to receive God’s blessing of Peace from the Pastor. If you are
unable to approach the Communion rail, please let an usher know and Pastor will serve you at
your seat. We offer gluten free wafers for those who need them. Please notify the Elder at the
Communion rail.

Hospitalization: If you or a family member is hospitalized or scheduled for surgery, please notify
the church office or Pastor Mann at 320-295-0082. Even though you mention a church affiliation
at check in, hospital staff rarely contact the churches.

Nursery and Children’s Bulletins: A nursery for small children is available in Room 222 (The
Nursery/Playroom). Children’s bulletins may be obtained from an usher.

Large Print Bulletins Available: If you are need a large print bulletin, let the ushers know.

LISTEN Personal Sound System is available for people who struggle to hear the service.
They are hanging on the display wall in the narthex. Ask the Elder or an Usher for help.



MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2
LIGHTS

AS WE GATHER

“Prepare!” is often the watchword of the season as the world gets ready for another
celebration of Christmas. An integral part of any preparation is decoration. We see
decorations everywhere this time of year. The world may not comprehend the real meaning
of Christmas, but even secular preparations use many of the same decorations beloved by
Christians—an appropriation we shouldn’t mind at all, because these decorations point us
to Christ. This year, as we look forward again to the coming of the Messiah, we take a fresh
look at how the adornments of the season draw our eyes to Jesus, that we may more richly
behold the love, peace, joy, and hope He comes to bring as this beauty is set before us.

Tonight, we focus on lights. You see them everywhere this time of year. Some
neighborhoods even compete, and tourist destinations spend millions on attractive light
displays. Like evergreens, this is something nonreligious people do this time of year
without appreciating their true significance. Yet we know that Jesus is the light of the world
(John 8:12). He came to restore righteousness to the world. This restoration continues to
unfold through the ministry He has entrusted to His church. As Zechariah sang, “In the
tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us to shine on those
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace”
(LSB, Benedictus, Morning Prayer). We gather this evening to bask in the light of Jesus
that His Word would have its way with us and so reflect His saving light into the darkness
that remains in our world.

WELCOME

(For those who are able, please stand for the portions of the service that are marked with an *.)

* OPENING HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” Hymnal page 349
* INVOCATION

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



* VERSICLES AND GLORIA PATRI Isaiah 40:3b,c, 5; Psalm 118:26

RRFRERE

Prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!

We bless you from the house of the LORD.

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

* CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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®~=

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

* SALUTATION

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

P)

Let us pray.

Lord of light and life, You came into our world to remove sin and restore us to
righteousness. Shine Your light anew into our hearts and cleanse us from all the deceiving
evils that lurk within them, that we may live without fear of this world but joyfully
anticipate Your glorious return; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

THIRD READING
(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

* APOSTLES CREED

* OPENING HYMN “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”

SERMON

OFFERING

* PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

John 1:1-9

Inside back cover of Hymnal

Hymnal page 337

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

* PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

RERERE

* LORD’S PRAYER

* THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

* PAX DOMINI

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



DISTRIBUTION “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” Hymnal page 936
“What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” Hymnal page 342

* CLOSING PRAYER

(P] Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank You for sending
Your Son to bring the light of life into the world and shining it into our hearts through the
Gospel. Give us Your Spirit to hold us fast as we walk through dark places that remain in
our world. Grant that our faith not grow dim but, by Your grace, glow in us through our
final journey—that we may radiate Your goodness and glory each day and many may join
us in Your light and also walk with You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

* BENEDICTION
(P] The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I« Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and

keep you.
Amen.
* CLOSING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Hymnal page 357
st1,6
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Greeters:

Ushers:

Altar Servers:

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE

Preacher: Rev. Kevin D. Mann
Field Workers: Dave Clovis, Jonathan Bernau
Communion Assistant: Ken Heingartner
Organist: Krista Koch

Lois Branstrator

Ken Heingartner Eric Lehman Mike Nowling
Nancy Becker Dennis Wheeler
Stacey Jackson Jeri Miller

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God by Caryl Spira in loving memory of

Pastor Spira

Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers this week:

FOR HEALING:

Gene Koch, Michele Blessing, LaDonna Keck, Myrtle Dashiell,
Margaret Harrow, Margaret Doell, Casey Marcum, Brody Slattery,
Patsy (Dave Clovis’s mother), Katie (Amy Matteson’s colleague),
Becky Kulp (friend of Myrtle) Justin and Deidre and family (friends of
Katrina Marcum), and all those confined at home.

Prayers continue for 2 weeks. Notify the office to add or repeat names.

PRAYER FAMILIES:

Eric and Pam Lehman, Sarah Brandon, Maggie Hollman

PRESCHOOL.:

Ariel / Margaret Doell

SHARING PEACE
CAFE:

That God would help us reach out to our school families and
neighbors to foster new relationships that give glory to God.

CHURCH:

Peace Congregation, Cross Connections, The Indiana District, and
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

Attendance and Stewardship Summary

Worship Attendance for December 3 and December 7: 36/72
Amount needed for the month of November: $28,428.00
Our response for the month of November: $30,883.00
Difference:

$2,455




