Stare, Serve, (elebrate

Week of September 13, 2026

As Joseph’s brothers come to Joseph, they claim that their father had told them to tell their brother to forgive their sins. Joseph proclaims
that God is the judge and that he has no authority to judge them for their misdeeds. Joseph places that authority in God’s hands because he knows
that the brothers” wickedness was used by God for good (Gen 50:20).

Paul speaks in a similar way in Romans 14. Paul encourages us to refrain from judging others within the church when the matters we
might judge are, in fact, matters of opinion. Rather, let us leave such judgements to God himself, the master of us all.

Throughout history, some Christians today have taken Paul’s words to mean that we should not judge the doctrine/teachings of other
Christians or other Christian churches as they will give an account to God. Yet elsewhere Paul encourages us to judge all matters on the Word of
God, rightly dividing the truth from error. Thus, we are to judge those things that are taught to ensure they are in line with the Word of God.

Paul’s words in Romans 14, then, are about the piety of each individual. For example, some Christians give up something for the Lenten
season (certain food, social media, and the like). When done as part of their personal piety, we should not judge them for giving something up.
Elsewhere, some Christians may celebrate a church holiday that others do not observe. Where there is no error against God’s Word, these things are
a matter of opinion and not salvation. When these things are done to the glory of God, let us rejoice and leave any judgement to God alone, to

whom we will each give an account.

~Pastor Kevin Mann

IN OUR CONGREGATION

New A/C Thermostats in Sanctuary We have in-
stalled new controllers for the air conditioning in the
sanctuary. We now have smart thermostats on which we
have set a schedule for cooling in the warmer times of the
year. We are still working out the best schedule so that
the sanctuary is at the desired temperature before services
begin on Sundays and Wednesdays, so please be patient
as we work through those adjustments. The old thermo-
stats in the back of the sanctuary at the center aisle have
been replaced with sensors that cannot be adjusted manu-
ally. If you have questions about the system or schedule,
please talk to Chuck Miller or Pastor Mann.

Peace Parish Choir Gearing Up For Fall! Atten-
tion all past, present and future choir members. The new
Peace Parish choir season will soon be upon us. We are
looking forward to starting the new season in leading the
worship services in song. We continue to seek to grow
our numbers. This is a spectacular mission to be a part of.
If you are a veteran, we are looking forward to seeing you
again in helping lead the congregation in song! If you’ve
never been with us, would you please prayerfully consid-
er joining us in praising the Lord through song this year?
We really are an awesome and inspirational group to be
involved with! This is a great opportunity to be involved
in Christian fellowship along with giving a lift to your
singing congregational members. We sing on average two
Sundays per month. What an excellent opportunity to
help lead worship while engaging fellow Peace members.
A faithful church deserves an awesome choir. Sincerely,
Gary Gerke

WinGS is sponsoring the Peace Pre-school Ice
cream Social- Thursday, September 24 at 6:30pm.
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for attendance and
participation to assist with this event. If you have volun-
teered to donate any items, please place them in the box
in the kitchen by Wednesday September 23.

Altar Flowers - The Board of Directors and Board of
Elders recently made a decision to replace live flowers on
our altar with artificial flowers. In the past, Peace mem-
bers could draw attention to special events happening in
their lives by paying for the cost of fresh flowers which
were delivered once a week. This practice will continue,
with members being able to select a date of celebration
and then being asked to contribute $20 to help cover the
cost of the new flowers and altar supplies. A chart to sign
up for these special occasions will continue to be availa-
ble near the entrance to the Narthex.

GotSneakers?® WInGS Used Sneakers Fund-
raiser is an project. We are look-
ing for ATHLETIC footwear, such as sneakers, basket-
ball, running, gym/training, cleats (rubber), lifestyle, and
hiking/trail footwear. Please put any used athletic foot-
wear in the bin outside of the exercise room. Non-
athletic footwear will not be accepted, including but not
limited to dress shoes, heels, sandals, wedges, water
socks, rain boots, crocs, and other non-athletic styles.
Non-paired shoes will also not be accepted. Thanks in
advance for your donations. The funds raised from this on
-going drive will support our church and community ser-
vice.

Cards and Games in the Café - Third Mondays
Join us on Monday, September 21, from 1-3pm. Help us
fill the Euchre table! Bring a snack to share if you like.
It’s always a fun time. Invite your friends!!

Join us for exercise classes in the
Wellness Room (see weekly calendar on next page). All
strength training classes and Yoga classes on Saturday are
$10 fee- all other classes are $5

IN OUR SCHOOLS

Peace Lutheran Preschool
A Childcare Ministry operated by Peace Lutheran Church

How YOU Can Help

0 Talk up the preschool to friends and neighbors — al-
most everyone knows a young child! Let them know
that the Preschool is now enrolling for the *26-27
school year with both half day and full day options
for children ages 3-5. Call 260-456-6605 for more
information.

0 Serve as a “start-up” volunteer for an hour on the first
couple days of school to assist with drop-off (and the
inevitable tears) when school starts after Labor Day.

¢ Serve as a “lunch” volunteer from 11:30 — 12:30,
Monday through Thursday — pick your day or do
them all.

0 Donate any amount toward Tuition Assistance for
struggling families interested in our school. Consider
sponsoring a child at 2 their tuition cost (the average
Y5 tuition is $1100 for the year). Talk to Katrina Mar-
cum if interested.



The Lorp your God is in your midst,
He will rejoice over you with joy,

He will be quiiet in His Love,
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He will rejoice over you
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Zephaniah 3:17, NASB

IN OUR DISTRICT

The Friends of Wyneken will host an Oktober-
fest at the Wyneken House on Saturday, September
26 from 5-9 PM. There will be German and Ameri-
can food and beverages, a silent auction, live music by
the duo String Theory and tours of the historic
Wyneken House. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door. Additional information can be found on
the Friends of Wyneken Facebook page or by calling/
texting (260) 437-0420. The Wyneken House is locat-
ed at 11730 NW Winchester Road, Decatur, Indiana

Fort Wayne Public Works announced that
portions of Fairfield Avenue near church will
be closed for about a month. They are continu-
ing the sewer separation project and will close Fair-
field between Petit and Paulding/Airport. What this
means for Peace: Peace Lutheran Church is still
open. Services will take place on Sundays and
Wednesdays as scheduled. Sharing Peace Café is also
open for its normal hours of operation. As of today,
Fairfield is closed from Fairfax to Paulding. Those
wishing to access Peace may do so from the north via
Fairfield or through the Woodhurst neighbor-

hood (e.g. South Wayne to Woodhurst Boulevard). If
you are coming from the south, Calhoun to Petit is
probably the best detour at this time. As changes in
the construction zone take place and other sections of
Fairfield are closed, we will do our best to inform you
of those adjustments when they affect access to Peace.
If you have any questions about the schedule at Peace,
please feel free to contact us at 260-744-3869.

This Week at Peace September 6, 2026 — September 13, 2026

Sun 9:00am | Worship with Communion
Sep 13 10:30am | Fellowship/ Bible study
Mon 11:00am | Chair Yo
Sep 14 : ga
3:30pm | Board of Elders
6:00am | Strength/resistance class Bulletin Items Due
Tues 9:00am | Cardio Tone
Sep 15 6§30pm Board of Directors
7-8:30pm Mom’s Bereavement Group in Café
Wed 9:00am | Resistance Training
Sepe16 5:30pm | Partners in Prayer
6:30pm | Worship with Communion
Th 6:00am | Strength/resistance class
urs 10:00am | Cardio Tone
Sep 17 )
7:0opm | choir
Sel;')ri1 8 11:00am | Chair Yoga
Sat 9:00am Men at Peace
Sep 19 12:00pm | Yoga with Tara
Sun 9:00am | Worship with Communion
Sep 20 10:30am | Fellowship/ Bible study
Next Sunday Scripture Readings for the Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost:
Isaiah 55:6-9
Philippians 1:12-14,19-30
Matthew 20:1-16
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